
     
      AGENDA    

     

 
 

 

Monday, February 24, 2014 
 

6:00pm 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Human Services Building 

Conference Room A, Second Floor 
5303 S. Cedar Street, Building #3 

Lansing, Michigan 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 Minutes of January 27, 2014 regular meeting will be considered 
4. Limited Public Comment ~ Limited to 3 minutes with no discussion 
 
5. Late Items / Deletions / Consent Items 
 
6.  ACTION ITEMS 
 A. Resolution Adjusting the Rental Rate at 1621 Lake Lansing Road Haslett MI 48840 

 
7. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 A. Millage Proposal  
 B. Friends of Ingham County Parks Monthly Reports 

C.  2013 Car Counts 
  
8. Director’s Report 
 A. Hawk Island Snow Park Status Report (Materials Available at Meeting) 

B.  Ingham County Parks Director Retirement 
C. Lake Lansing Park-North Prescribed Burn 
D. Greening Mid-Michigan Press Release 
 

9. Correspondence & Citizen Comment 
 
10. Board Comments 
  
11. Limited Public Comment ~ Limited to 3 minutes with no discussion 
 
12. Upcoming Meetings 
 A. Date: March 17, 2014; Time:  6:00pm 
   Planning & Community Outreach Committee Meeting 
 
  Date: March 18, 2014; Time 6:00pm 
   Budget & Personnel Committee Meeting 
 
  Date:   March 24, 2014; Time:  6:00pm 
   Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission 
121 E. Maple Street, P.O. Box 178, Mason, MI 48854 

Telephone:  517.676.2233; Fax: 517.244.7190 

The packet is available on-line by going to www.ingham.org, choosing the 
 “Monthly Calendar,” and clicking on Monday, February 24, 2014 
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13. Informational Items – Distributed at Commission Meeting  
 A. County Services, Finance Committee, and Board of Commissioner Meeting Minutes 
  (Items pertaining to the Parks Department) 

 
 B. Newspaper Articles 
 
14. Adjournment 
 Official minutes are stored and available for inspection at the address noted at the top of this agenda.  The Ingham County Parks & 

Recreation Commission will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters for the hearing impaired 
and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting for the visually impaired, for individuals with disabilities a the 
meeting upon five (5) working days notice to the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission.  Individuals with disabilities 
requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission by writing to the Ingham 
County Parks Department, P.O. Box 178, Mason, Michigan 48854, or by calling 517.676.2233.  
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
INGHAM COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

121 E. Maple Street, Suite 102, Mason, Michigan 48854  
January 27, 2014 

 
The Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission held a Regularly Scheduled Meeting at the Human 
Services Building, Conference Room A, 5303 S. Cedar Street, Lansing, Michigan. 

 
Board Members 
Present:  Chair Nicholls, Matt Bennett, Ralph Monsma, Commissioner Koenig, Paul Pratt, 

Commissioner Tsernoglou, Kevin Duffy, Jonathan Schelke, and Mike Rice 
 
Absent:  John Czarnecki 
 
Also Present:  Director of Parks Willis Bennett, Park Manager Brian Collins, former Park Employee Deb 

Bavery, Recording Secretary Nicole Wallace, Mason City Administrator Marty Colburn, 
2013 Volunteer of the Year John Hesse, Margaret Hesse, Bruce Baird, Dr. Howard 
Tanner, Mark Stephens, and Lake Lansing Seasonal Employee James Daggy  

 
Call to  Order: Chair Nicholls called the Regularly Scheduled Parks & Recreation Commission 

meeting to order at 6:05 pm 
 
 

Election of  Moved by Mr. Rice; Supported by Commissioner Koenig that Sarah  
Officers:  Nicolls be nominated to serve as the Chair of the Ingham County Parks &  
   Recreation Commission.  Yes-9; No-0.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

  Moved by Mr. Monsma; Supported by Commissioner Koenig that Matt Bennett  
  be nominated to serve as Vice-Chair of the Ingham County Parks & Recreation  
  Commission.  Yes-9; No-0.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
   Moved by Matt Bennett; Supported by Commissioner Koenig that Mr.  
   Monsma be nominated to serve as Secretary of the Ingham County Parks &  
   Recreation Commission.  Yes-9; No-0.   MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

Minutes:   Moved by Matt Bennett and Supported by Commissioner Tsernoglou to approve the 
November 25, 2013 minutes of the regular meeting as amended.  Yes-9; No-0.  
MOTION CARRIED.  

 
   Corrections to November 25, 2013 Minutes:  On page one Mr. Monsma and 

Commission Koenig were listed as present and absent – correct to absent.  Remove the 
last sentence on page one: “Chair Nicholls thanked all of the Friends Board members 
for their hard work.” 

 
Limited Public Comment: 
James Daggy introduced himself as an employee of Lake Lansing Park-South, who came to observe the 
meeting.  Willis Bennett introduced Marty Colburn, Mason City Administrator. 
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Late Items / Deletions: 
Citizen Comment: dated 1-23-14 regarding proposed millage. 
Committee Assignments: all committee assignments remain the same as previous year.   
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
RESOLUTION #01-14 ~ RESOLUTION TO COMPLY WITH PROVISIONS OF THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT SETTING PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETINGS FOR 
JANUARY 2014 THROUGH DECEMBER 2014 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Parks & Recreation Commission to adopt an annual resolution to comply 
with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act of 1976, P.A. 267, as amended, and set dates, time, location and 
meeting rules and regulations of Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission meetings for 2014, pursuant 
to the provisions of said Act; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Parks & Recreation Commission adopts the following meeting 
dates for 2014, time, location and amended meeting rules and regulations, pursuant to provisions of the Open 
Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, as amended: 
 
I.  The Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission shall conduct meetings the fourth Monday of each 
month, except for the months of May and December of 2014.  These meetings shall be conducted on the 3rd 
Monday of the month.  Meetings commence at 6:00pm and are held at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building, Conference Room A, Second Floor, 5303 S. Cedar, Lansing, Michigan unless otherwise posted. 
 

January 27, 2014 
February 24, 2014 
March 24, 2014 
April 28, 2014 

May 19, 2014 (3rd Monday) 
June 23, 2014 
July 28, 2014 

August 25, 2014 
September 22, 2014 

October 27, 2014 
November 24, 2014 

December 15, 2014 (3rd Monday) 
 
In the event of a special meeting, rescheduled meeting or cancellation of a regularly scheduled meeting, a 
notice of same will be posted at the offices of the Ingham County Parks Department, 121 E. Maple St., Suite 
102, Mason, MI 48854 at least 18 hours prior to the time of the meeting or canceled meeting. 
 
II.  All regularly scheduled meetings shall be held at the Ingham County Human Services Building, 
Conference Room A, Second Floor, 5303 S. Cedar, Lansing, Michigan unless otherwise posted.  Notice of 
meeting will be posted at the offices of the Ingham County Parks Department, 121 E. Maple St., Suite 102, 
Mason, MI   48854 at least 18 hours prior to the time of the meeting.  Requests for information regarding 
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meetings are to be directed to the Ingham County Parks Department, 121 E. Maple St., Suite 102, Mason, 
Michigan 48854; telephone (517) 676-2233.  
 
  
III.  All meetings of the Parks & Recreation Commission shall be open to the public and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meeting; except a closed meeting may be held in accordance with Sections (7) and (8), 
as required by the Open Meetings Act of 1976, Public Act 267, as amended. 
 
 
IV.  This Commission authorizes the Recording Secretary or his/her designee to post all required notices of 
regular, rescheduled or special meetings of this Commission, or any other postings, as required by the Open 
Meetings Act of 1976, Public Act 267, as amended. 
 
V.  The Recording Secretary or his/her designee shall be responsible for preparation, distribution and storage 
of all minutes of this Commission as required by the Open Meetings Act of 1976, Public Act 267, as amended. 
 
VI.  The minutes of open meetings shall be available for public inspection at the office of the Recording 
Secretary, Ingham County Parks Department, 121 E. Maple St., Suite 102, P.O. Box 178, Mason, Michigan 
48854, and shall be available to the public at a reasonable copying cost, as required by the Open Meetings Act 
of 1976, Public Act 267, as amended. 
 
VII.  To provide the public its right to address this Commission during any regular or special meeting, any 
member of the public may address the Commission for up to three (3) minutes per individual as scheduled on 
the agenda at the beginning of each meeting, and up to three (3) minutes at the end of the meeting at the time 
scheduled on the agenda for public comment; except that comments on an item scheduled for a public hearing 
may be made at that time pursuant to Section VIII hereof.  At the discretion of the Chairperson, this time may 
be extended by granting an additional one (1) minute.  During an agenda item, members of the public may not 
address the Commission unless recognized by the Chairperson.  To accommodate public comment, the 
Commission Chairperson, at his/her discretion, may combine an agenda item into the public comment portion 
of the meeting in order to facilitate input from the public. 
 
VIII.  To provide the public its right to address this Commission during scheduled public hearings, any 
member of the public may address the Commission for up to five (5) minutes per individual, when recognized 
by the Chairperson.  All comments are to be directed to the Chairperson.  Comments are to be specific and 
address only the subject of the public hearing, otherwise the speaker may be ruled out of order at the discretion 
of the Chairperson. 
 
IX.  The Chair may call to order any person who is ruled out of order or who otherwise disrupts the orderly 
conduct of business at meetings, including speaking without being recognized, interrupting speakers, the 
Chair, Commission members or staff, exceeding designated time limits, failure to be germane to the issue at 
hand, use of vulgarities, or otherwise being disruptive.  A person may be prohibited from speaking again at the 
same meeting, may be asked to leave the premises or may be removed from the meeting at the discretion of 
the Chairperson and/or may be subject to arrest. 
 
X.  Members of the public desiring to speak to the Commission may be required to identify themselves before 
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speaking, as required by the Open Meetings Act of 1976, Public Act 267, as amended. 
 
XI.  The Ingham County Parks Department will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such 
as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at meetings to 
individuals with disabilities, at all public meetings and public hearings upon ten (10) days notice to the 
Ingham County Parks Department prior to the date set for the public hearing or meeting.  Individuals with 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the ADA Coordinator for the Ingham County 
Parks Department. 

 
Moved by Matt Bennett and Supported by Commissioner Koenig that Resolution #01-14 be approved.  
Yes-9; No-0.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
PRESENTATION OF 2013 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR – JOHN HESSE 
Willis Bennett played a YouTube video about the Dr. Bill Earl Memorial Youth Fishing Program. Chair 
Nicholls presented John Hesse the 2013 Volunteer of the Year Award and read resolution #29-13 Resolution 
Honoring John Hesse as the 2013 Volunteer of the Year that was passed at the November 25, 2013 meeting.  
Mr. Hesse thanked the commission members for the award and the staff of Ingham County Parks Department 
for assisting him with the Dr. Bill Earl fishing events. Mark Stephens, Dr. Howard Tanner, Bruce Baird, and 
Margaret Hesse congratulated Mr. Hesse. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Millage Proposal ~ Willis Bennett handed out a draft of the millage FAQs.  Commissioner Koenig reviewed 
proper procedures for Ingham County Parks Department staff and park commission members for discussing 
and preparing informational documents for the proposed park millage.  Park staff and park commission 
members may provide factual information, not opinions.  However, they may advocate for the millage on 
their own time as a citizen, but not acting as a board member or County employee.  Commissioner Koenig 
stated that the Friends of Ingham County Parks can advocate for the millage.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the January 22, 2014 Lansing State Journal article, “County Parks Millage on Agenda; Ingham 
Commissioners Not Sold on Idea,” by Scott Davis.  Mr. Pratt and Mr. Monsma stated that the numbers in 
the article do not track.  Commission Koenig stated if the information is incorrect, it should be corrected by 
sending a memo to the Lansing State Journal.  Matt Bennett stated he will be meeting with Commissioner 
Randy Maiville to talk about the proposed millage.  Mr. Monsma stated his concerns that if the millage 
passed the general fund could be relieved, and cited that Mark Grebner had talked about that previously.  If 
there was a massive downturn the money could be taken away.  How can we stop the County from relieving 
itself if there is a millage?  Commissioner Koenig stated there is no intention of this. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the FAQs.  Commissioner Tsernoglou stated the Planning Committee can 
discuss factual ideas at their meetings, such as specific plans for improvement for the proposed millage, a 
plan for connecting trails, what are the costs associated with these projects, and to prioritize the projects.  
Willis Bennett will provide maps of the trails to the park commission members.  Mr. Schelke stated the 
more we talk about maintenance and the money the parks lost, that won’t inspire the public to vote.  The 
focus should be on the value of trails.  Commissioner Koenig asked the FAQs be reframed.  Add 
questions such as what will happen if the millage passes, what will it do for my family, and move these 
questions to the top.  Discussion of the proposed millage will continue at the next meetings.  
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Commissioner Koenig stated the millage will be discussed briefly at the Commissioner Democratic 
caucus meeting on January 28, 2014 at 6:00 pm.  Commissioner Koenig will report back at the next 
meeting about the meeting. 
 
Interim 2013 Year End Report ~ Willis Bennett reported that there are some outstanding 2013 invoices, but 
there is ~$40,000 left in the fund balance.  The Park Managers did a great job of staying within the budget. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Hawk Island Snow Park Status Report ~ Willis Bennett reported he attended a session at the Michigan Park & 
Recreation Association conference in Traverse City.  Willis Bennett stated he will meet with the Deputy 
Controller to review the issues regarding the Hawk Island Snow Park, as well as meeting with the contractor.  A 
couple issues are the delay in delivery of the magic carpet lift and the need for more social media/press by the 
contractor.   Hawk Island Park Manager Brian Collins reported over the MLK holiday there was high usage at 
the park.  However, the overall numbers are lower than last year because of the late opening.  The terrain park 
season pass sales are similar to last year, since the terrain park has more customers buying season passes than the 
tubing hill. 
 
Meridian Township Deer Hunt at Lake Lansing Park-North Update ~ Willis Bennett provided information 
regarding the current statistics.  28 deer have been harvested from Lake Lansing Park-North and 127 have been 
harvested in the whole Meridian Township program.  There were no complaints from park visitors. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE & CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Willis Bennett stated we received one citizen comment dated January 3, 2014 complimenting Burchfield Park. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
None. 
 
LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
James Daggy commented on the advantage of public libraries in relation to the proposed park millage. Mr. 
Daggy stated the libraries are a good parallel to what we are trying to accomplish with parks millage, you 
can take on larger projects while maintaining basic core operations.  
  
Adjournment: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned  
 
Minutes submitted by: 
Nicole Wallace, Recording Secretary  
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INGHAM COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

Meeting of February 24, 2014 
RESOLUTION #  -14 

 
RESOLUTION ADJUSTING  

THE RENTAL RATE AT 1621 LAKE LANSING ROAD HASLETT MI 48840 
 
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Parks Department owns and maintains a rental house located 
within Lake Lansing Park-South; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current tenants have asked staff to evaluate rental house rates in the area to be 
more competitive in the rental house market; and 
 
WHEREAS, park staff has identified similar rental house properties in the immediate area 
ranging from $685.00 to $775.00 per month; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current rental house rate is $930.00 per month, this rate was set in 2006; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to the lack of capital improvements, the house remained empty for six months 
and without this recommended change in fees, staff feels that the house will not be a viable, 
competitive rental property; and 
 
WHEREAS, staff has recommended that a new rental house rate of $800.00 per month 
($9,600.00/year) be set at 1621 Lake Lansing Road Haslett MI 48840; and 
 
WHEREAS, this new rate will continue to include mowing and snow plowing services; and 
 
WHEREAS, this new rate will become effective April 1, 2014. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission 
recommends to the Ingham County Board of Commissioners that the rental house rate at 1621 
Lake Lansing Road Haslett MI 48840 be adjusted to $800.00 per month effective April 1, 2014. 
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