
The Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters for 
the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting for the visually impaired, for individuals with 

disabilities a the meeting upon five (5) working days notice to the Ingham County Parks Department.  Individuals with disabilities requiring 
auxiliary aids or services should contact the Ingham County Parks Department in writing or by calling the Ingham County Parks Office at 

P.O. Box 178, Mason, Michigan 48854 ~ Phone: (517) 676-2233. 
A QUORUM OF PARK COMMISSION MEMBERS MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING 

 

     
      AGENDA    

     

 
 

 
A MEETING OF THE 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
OF THE INGHAM COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Will Be Held at 
6:00pm 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014 
Human Services Building 

Conference Room B, Second Floor ~ 5303 S. Cedar, Building #3  
Lansing, Michigan 

 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Limited Public Comment 

 
3. ACTION ITEMS 
  
4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 A. Millage Proposal 
   
5. Director’s Report 
 A. Hawk Island Snow Park Status  

B.   Meridian Township Deer Hunt in the Lake Lansing Park-North 
    
6. Limited Public Comment 
7. Adjournment  

Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission 
121 E. Maple Street, P.O. Box 178, Mason, MI 48854 

Telephone:  517.676.2233; Fax: 517.244.7190 

The packet is available on-line by going to www.ingham.org, choosing the  
“Monthly Calendar,” and clicking on Monday, January 21, 2014. 

Note due to Holiday 
meeting will be held on 

Tuesday instead of 
Monday 
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Grand Rapids 
 
November 2013 Parks Ballot 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What is the parks ballot that citizens will decide in November? 
 
On November 5, 2013, citizens will vote on a dedicated property millage for parks, pools, and 
playgrounds. It would be a seven-year millage for 0.98 mills and would be included in property tax bills 
from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2020. Each year the parks millage would generate approximately 
$4,000,000 to be dedicated to the City’s park system only, and could not be used for other City services. 
 
2. Why is a parks millage on the ballot? 
 
Currently, the City’s parks system is not sustainable. A parks millage will repair current park equipment 
and buildings, invest in new park improvements, and operate the swimming pools to create a 
sustainable park system. Currently, 91% of City parks are rated at a “C” level of maintenance (on a scale 
of “A”-“D”) according to the National Recreation and Parks Association maintenance standards, the 
lowest acceptable level for maintained parks. Without additional resources for parks, it is projected that 
50% of City parks will fall to the lowest “D” level of service, which is intended for natural areas. 
 
3. What will happen to the parks system if the millage does not pass? 
 
Currently, parks, police, fire, and other municipal services are funded from the City’s General Operating 
Fund, and in essence, compete for these tax dollars. As the City became leaner cutting all operations by 
at least 20%, funding for parks has been reduced more than any other operation. Without additional 
resources, the City’s parks, pools, and playgrounds will continue to decline. Funding will not be available 
to make needed repairs and improvements. As the decline worsens, the City will continue to remove 
dilapidated equipment and close pools and playgrounds and allow parks to return to a natural 
unmaintained condition. 
 
4. How will the parks millage be invested? 
 
45% to 55% of the parks millage would be invested in the repair and rehabilitation of the current park 
equipment and facilities, 25% to 35% would be invested in new park equipment and facilities, and 15% 
to 20% would be used to open the City’s swimming pools for a longer season. 
 
5. Will the parks millage improve my favorite neighborhood park, recreation facility, pool, or nature 
area? 
 
Yes. Every neighborhood City park will receive needed repairs and improvements to parks, pools, and 
playground equipment and facilities. The Parks and Recreation Five- year Master Plan and the Green 
Grand Rapids Master Plan outline many of the needed park improvements. The City’s asset 
management plan will detail work needed in every City park. The City and its Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board will work in partnership with residents and the Friends of Grand Rapids Parks to identify 
work plans for every neighborhood park. 
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6. What makes up the City of Grand Rapids park system? 
 
The City’s parks, recreation, and open space holdings currently include 73 City-owned parks totaling 
approximately 1,210 acres of land in the City limits. The City directly maintains 833 acres, 74 buildings 
and shelters, 41 tennis courts, 5 pickleball courts, 28 ball diamonds, 32 basketball courts, 10 soccer 
fields, 32 playground areas, 13.8 miles of multi-use paths, 3 operational swimming pools, and 7 water 
playgrounds. 
 
7. What are some examples of park repairs and rehabilitation that would take place over the next seven 
years? 
Fix inoperable, outdated, and inaccessible park, pool, and playground equipment and facilities 
Ensure restrooms and drinking fountains are in good condition and well maintained 
Replace playground equipment that does not conform to current playground safety standards 
Ensure uniform playground surfaces and handicap accessibility 
Improve maintenance of the City’s public trees 
 
8. What are some examples of park improvements that would take place over the next seven years? 
 
The parks millage will improve accessibility, lower long-term maintenance costs using sustainable asset 
management practices, and provide matching funds for grants. 
Replace obsolete wading pools with new water playgrounds that consume less water, improve safety, 
and require minimal staffing 
Construct new or reconstruct existing neighborhood park shelters and lodges, playgrounds, trails, 
boardwalks, and recreation facilities 
Provide green improvements to all shelters, lodges, and pool houses 
Improve pathways and park entrances to reduce risk and improve accessibility 
Improve hard surface courts and fields 
Replace ash trees and plant new trees 
 
9. Will the parks millage pay for recreation programs other than pool operations? 
 
No. The millage will not be used for recreation programming beyond pool operations, but it would 
improve facilities. The City will continue to provide recreation programming through the City’s General 
Operating Fund, sponsorships, grants, and fees. 
 
10. Which pools will be open? 
 
The larger pools at Richmond Park, ML King Jr. Park, and Briggs Park will remain open and extend their 
seasons from seven weeks to ten to twelve weeks. Accessible water resources are an important part of 
neighborhood quality of life. However, based on usage, cost, and other available swimming 
opportunities, operating six pools is not consistent with a sustainable parks system. The pools at 
Highland Park, Lincoln Park, and Campau Park will be replaced with water playgrounds that require less 
maintenance, staff, and water. 
 
11. How can I be sure the parks millage is invested in parks, pools, and playgrounds? 
 
On September 24, 2013, the City Commission will consider a resolution establishing Parks Millage 
Investment Guidelines below to ensure the parks millage is only invested as promised. These guidelines 
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identify how the parks millage can be invested and commits current City spending for parks. 
Additionally, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board—a City Commission appointed group of citizens—
will recommend how the parks millage is to be spent and will report actual expenditures to the City 
Commission and the public each year. 
 
PROPOSED PARKS MILLAGE INVESTMENT GUIDELINES 
 
A. The City shall continue to pay for the existing Fiscal Year 2014 base level of park mowing, restroom 
cleaning, trash collection, sidewalk and parking lot snow plowing, utility costs, and other current 
expenditures identified as basic activities. Additionally, the City shall continue to maintain Fiscal Year 
2014 levels of staffing for parks and recreation operations. 
 
B. 45% to 55% of the parks millage shall be invested in rehabilitation and repairs, while 25% to 35% shall 
be invested in park improvements, and 15% to 20% shall be used to operate the City’s swimming pools. 
 
C. All revenues and expenditures from the parks millage shall be accounted for separately and audited 
by a professional auditing firm. The annual investments shall be reported to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board and City Commission and posted on the City’s website. 
 
D. If future reductions are necessary in the City’s General Operating Fund budget during any of the 
seven years of this millage, beginning with Fiscal Year 2015, the General Operating Fund budget 
supporting the parks and recreation for that year shall be reduced by a percentage no greater than the 
percentage reduction of the total City General Operating budget. 
 
E. If future increases occur in the City’s General Operating Fund budget during any of the seven years of 
this millage, beginning with Fiscal Year 2015, the General Operating Fund budget supporting the parks 
and recreation for that year shall be increased at the same rate as the percentage increase of the total 
City General Operating Fund budget. 
 
F. All capital projects planning for investing the parks millage shall engage citizens or neighborhood 
residents. 
 
G. All proposed parks millage expenditures shall be reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board and approved by the City Commission prior to any spending. 
 
H. The parks millage shall be subject to shared services/overhead costs, consistent with charges to all 
City departments. 
 
I. Parks and recreation activities can be supported by funds other than the City’s General Operating Fund 
and parks millage to maintain Fiscal Year 2014 service levels. All funds, except the parks millage which 
are used to support parks and recreation activities, shall be considered the same as the City’s General 
Operating Fund support. 
 
12. How much will the parks millage cost the average property owner? 
 
The cost to a homeowner for a home with an average taxable value of $44,592 will be 
$44 per year, or $3.66 per month. 
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13. Why will most improvements be in neighborhood parks? 
 
Downtown parks are currently rated at a “B” level for maintenance and enjoy the added benefit of being 
within the Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. boundary, which provides significant supplemental funding for 
downtown park improvement. Neighborhood parks have seen the greatest negative impact of reduced 
funding and maintenance and need the most attention. 
 
14. Why did the City decide to place a parks millage on the ballot? 
 
A group of citizens, the Neighbors for Parks, Pools, and Playgrounds (NP3) asked the City Commission to 
place this on the November ballot after researching best practices across the country. These citizens 
determined that dedicated funding was needed to sustain and improve the City’s parks system. After 
the City Commission voted to place a question before the voters, NP3 organized the campaign. 
 
15. How will the parks millage appear on the Tuesday, November 5, 2013 ballot? 
 
The following language has been approved by the Michigan Attorney General for the 
November ballot. The ballot includes language required under State law. 
CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS CHARTER AMENDMENT AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF AN ADDITIONAL TAX 
MILLAGE OF .98 MILLS FOR SEVEN YEARS TO BE USED FOR PARKS, POOLS, AND PLAYGROUNDS. 
It is proposed that Section 18(e) of the City Charter be amended to authorize a new millage of up to .98 
mills for 2014 through 2020, to be used for City-owned parks, pools, and playgrounds, which will raise 
an estimated $4,000,000 in the levy’s first year. 
Tax increment revenues from this millage would also be disbursed to: Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority, Downtown Development Authority, Kent County Land Bank Authority, SmartZone Local 
Development Finance Authority, Monroe North TIFA, Madison Square CIDA, North Quarter CIDA, and 
Uptown CIDA. 
Shall this amendment be adopted? YES ( ) NO ( ) 
Don’t forget to vote on November 5! 
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Ingham County Draft 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What is the parks ballot that citizens will decide in November? 
 
On {date}, Ingham County citizens will vote on a dedicated property millage for Ingham County parks and 
trails. It would be a {number of years}-year millage for {number of mills} and would be included in 
property tax bills from {date} through {date}. Each year the parks millage would generate approximately 
{$...} to be dedicated to the County’s park system only, and could not be used for other County services. 
 
Ingham County parks include Burchfield Park in Holt, Hawk Island Park and Snow Park in Lansing, and 
Lake Lansing Parks North and South in Haslett. {include Soldan Dog Park?} 
 
Trails in Ingham County include the Lansing River Trail … {which others would we want to list?} 
 
2. Why is a parks millage on the ballot? 
 
The County’s parks system is not sustainable. A parks millage will enable the maintenance of the current 
Ingham County parks and trails, investment in park and trail improvements, and acquisition and 
operation of new parks and trails.  
 
Do we want to refer to the National Recreation and Parks Association maintenance standards? Willis, 
where de we currently fall on that scale, or isn’t it even relevant to more natural areas? 
 
3. What will happen to the county parks system if the millage does not pass? 
 
Currently, parks, police, fire {does the county have fire?}, health, and other county services are funded 
from the County’s {…} Fund and, in essence, compete for these tax dollars. Funding for parks has been cut 
by an average of {…%} per year since {year}. {How do these cuts compare to those to other county 
services?} In order to maintain the current system and allow the acquisition and operation of new parks 
and trails, additional sources of funding are increasingly necessary.  
 
4. How will the parks millage be invested? 
 
• Approximately {…%} of the parks millage would be invested in the operation and maintenance of the 

existing County parks 
• Approximately {…%} of the parks millage would be invested in the acquisition and operation of new 

county parks and trails 
 
5. Will the parks millage improve my favorite county park or trail? 
 
Yes. Every County park and trail will receive much-needed maintenance and improvement dollars. The 
2012-2016 Ingham County Parks Master Plan outlines many of the improvements desired by users. The 
Parks and Recreation Commission and Parks Department will work in partnership with residents, the 
Friends of Ingham County Parks and the County Commissions to identify and prioritize these changes. 
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6. What are some examples of park improvements and additions that could take place as a result of the 
millage? 
 
… need a list … 
 
7. How can I be sure the parks millage is invested in parks and trails? 
 
{……………………………} 
 
Additionally, the Ingham County Parks and Recreation Commission — a County Commission appointed 
group of citizens — will recommend how the parks millage is to be spent and will report actual 
expenditures to the County Commission and the public each year. 
 
PROPOSED PARKS MILLAGE INVESTMENT GUIDELINES 
 
… 
 
8. How much will the parks millage cost the average property owner? 
 
The cost to a homeowner for a home with an average taxable value of {$...} will be {$...} per year, or {$...} 
per month. 
 
9. Why did the county decide to place a parks millage on the ballot? 
 
… 
 
10. How will the parks millage appear on the ballot? 
 
The following language has been approved by the Michigan Attorney General for the November ballot. 
The ballot includes language required under State law. 
 
… 
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From: Nicholas Sanchez [sanchez@meridian.mi.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 10:13 AM 
To: 'adamscr@gmail.com'; 'tarnold661@hotmail.com'; 'kbainbridg@aol.com'; 'bingelda@gmail.com'; 
'mbobbitt5@hotmail.com'; 'layne.cameron@att.net'; 'thomascannon@juno.com'; 'LHCMPS@aol.com'; 
'richcon40@gmail.com'; 'kylecook42@gmail.com'; 'bjcummings24@gmail.com'; 
'darwinoutdoors@comcast.net'; 'sdavis@ridgeviewindustries.com'; 'mwdelong@aol.com'; 
'margdelong@aol.com'; 'kim.emery@abcsupply.com'; 'franklin.group@yahoo.com'; 'tom.forton@att.net'; 
'gawelvan@msu.edu'; Charles Glumb; 'sbg76@hotmail.com'; 'Nick; 'Larry@MOLGS.com'; 
'harbinkyle@hotmail.com'; 'billfish1956@sbcglobal.net'; 'daveh2003@comcast.net'; 'hurstjas@gmail.com'; 
'marvj6@netzero.net'; 'krapolla@gmail.com'; 'mpkingsley@juno.com'; 'Michael Lewis'; 
'jtmayes@sbcglobal.net'; 'Labdude220'; 'Max Miller'; 'raymarth1@gmail.com'; 'caribou2u@comcast.net'; 
'otlewsca@haslett.k12.mi.us'; 'Rob Pairolero'; 'michaelpemble@sbcglobal.net'; Ken Plaga; 'Nick Popoff'; 
'mattprinz716@gmail.com'; 'ReillyM2@michigan.gov'; 'arustad@android-IND.com'; 
'dsmith@strongwell.com'; 'jeffrey.speer@hotmail.com'; 'Adam Stebbins'; 'j2stewmsu@comcast.net'; 
'timtube@comcast.net'; 'taylorandrew201@aol.com'; 'jennifertaylor25@comcast.net'; 'Jake Tropf'; 
'svercruysse@wright-filippis.com'; 'watts@pplant.msu.edu'; 'matthew.wesener@gmail.com'; 
'onthespot2101@yahoo.com' 
Cc: Frank Walsh; LuAnn Maisner; Jane Greenway; Witte, Patrick 
Subject: Meridian Township Deer Management - Season Summary 

Dear Meridian Township Resident, 
  
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to the 2013 Deer Management Program. 
  
We are pleased to announce that a total of 127 deer were harvested this season.  
  
Congratulations to Jeff Speer, who lead the program with 16 deer harvested. 
Chuck Glumb harvested 8 deer. 
Mick Reilly, Tom Cannon and Tom Taylor each harvested 7 deer. 
  
Per DNR requirement, please mail or return your leftover deer management assistance permits to: 
2100 Gaylord C. Smith Court 
Haslett, MI 48840 
  
Lake Lansing Park - North hunters please return your gate key along with your permits. 
  
A drop-box is located at the entrance to the building for after hours; please enclose the tags in an 
envelope with your name on it.  
  
Please follow the link to participate in our online survey, or send either Jane or I a request to have a 
copy of the survey mailed to you.  Your feedback will be used to help guide the 2014 Deer Management 
Program.  
  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8QKQK6Q 
  
Nicholas Sanchez 
Assistant Park Naturalist 
Charter Township of Meridian 
Phone: (517) 853-4600 
Cell: (517) 920-9258 
Email: sanchez@meridian.mi.us 
 
The total number of deer harvested at Lake Lansing Park - North was 28 total, all does. 
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