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THE ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION WILL MEET ON MAY 25, 2022 AT 5:30 PM IN 

CONFERENCE ROOM D & E OF THE HUMAN SERVICES BUILDING, 5303 S. CEDAR, LANSING. 

 

Agenda 

 

Call to Order 

Approval of April 27, 2022 Draft Minutes 

Additions to the Agenda  

Limited Public Comment 

 
1. Feliz Rodriguez – Diversity Equity and Inclusion Director 

2. Energy Audit Update 

3. Letter to Ingham County Communities Receiving ARPA Funds 

 

Announcements 

Public Comment 

Adjournment 

  



 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

April 27, 2022 

Draft Minutes 

 

Members Present: Trubac, Biber, Cowles, Mullkoff, Nowicki,  

 

Members Absent: Andersen (Virtual), Lincoln (Virtual)  

 

Others Present: Jared Cypher, Elaine Fischhoff, Tim Morgan, Nicole Wallace 

 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Trubac at 5:33 p.m. in Conference Room D/E of the Human 

Services Building, 5303 S. Cedar Street, Lansing Michigan. 

 

Approval of Draft Minutes  

 

The minutes were approved.  

 

Additions to the Agenda 

 

Added Agenda Item #3 Environmental Priorities Letter  

 

Limited Public Comment 

 

None.  

 

1. Ingham County Parks (Presentation) 

Tim Morgan & Nicole Wallace, from Ingham County Parks, gave a presentation detailing several sustainability 

projects the parks are working on or have already completed. This includes replacing gas operated equipment 

with electric, building natural shorelines, and ensuring new projects are energy certified.  

 

2. Staff Person Draft Job Description (Discussion)  

The commission discussed revisions to the requested staff person job description. It was discussed approving 

this job description, with some revisions, so it could be ready for county meetings taking place before our next 

meeting.  

 

 

MOVED BY COWLES, SUPPORTED BY MULLKOFF, TO DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO THE 

CHAIRPERSON TO WORK WITH THE CONTROLS OFFICE TO FINALIZE THE JOB DESCRIPTION 

BASED ON DISCUSSION FROM THIS MEETING.   

 

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

3. Environmental Priorities Letter 

Cowles proposed sending to Lansing, East Lansing, and other jurisdictions in the county, a letter discussing the 

commissions work and some proposed projects that have been discussed. Discussion followed.  

 

 

Announcements 

 

Mulkoff announced that EGLE’s EJ Screening tool is currently open for public comment until May 16th.  

 

Public Comment 



 

 

Elaine Fischhoff expressed mentioned several proposals/observations including:  

• The Lansing Mayor did not mention climate nor sustainability during his address  

• The sustainability manager in Lansing relies on grant funding 

• Including in the staff person job description that the job is looking to help define the position 

• Lansing’s top ten capital projects for the next five years, none of which mention renewables  

Elaine also expressed that she would like to see more communication with the Board of Water and Light 

(BWL)  

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Trubac at 7:34pm. 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 

Letter to all Ingham County communities receiving ARPA funds 
 
Many communities in Ingham County are receiving American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds and are in the process of 
selecting projects to utilize those funds.  The Ingham County Environmental Affairs Commission does not wish to 
interfere with that project selection, but wishes to express the desire for including project elements that will move the 
County towards environmental sustainability and the reduction in Green House Gas Emissions.   
This is an unusual circumstance with the influx of significant federal funding to address the impacts of the pandemic and 
invest in infrastructure.  It is a clear opportunity to make investments that will serve the citizens of our communities for 
a long time.  These investments should not only improve the quality of life now, but for future generations as well.  It 
means that the investments should drive mitigation of climate change and more efficient energy use.   
Possible elements that could be considered in the selected ARPA projects include:  

• HVAC to include heat pumps and/or solar 

• Passive solar building design 

• LED lighting 

• Weatherize existing buildings to use energy more efficiently 

• Install “smart thermostat” technology to use energy more efficiently 

• Electric Vehicle charging stations 

• Replacing ICE vehicles and equipment with EVs  

• Landscaping utilizing native plants and trees 

• Minimize the need for mowing grass 

• Drainage that encourages infiltration 

• Accommodations for public transit (to reduce driving) 

• Connections to hike/bike trails (to reduce driving) 

• Use recycled materials as much as possible 

• Provide receptacles to encourage recycling  

• Minimize use of petroleum-based fabric and other materials 

The Ingham County Environmental Affairs Commission respects your decision-making process and does not wish to 
interfere in any way.  We wish to emphasize the need to address the Climate Emergency by seeking partnerships with 
other governments to meet our shared goals.  We would like to learn more about the actions you are taking to address 
climate resilience and what Ingham County can do to help.  
Thank you for all you do to make Ingham County a wonderful place to live.   

 


